
This book takes us to the ecological heart of 
Black Mountain, in the heart of Canberra; a 
conservation reserve since 1970. Find out about the 
area’s geological evolution, its native plants and 
animals and their habitats, how the biodiversity has 
changed over the last three decades, and how species 
survive fires and storms and are affected by invaders. 
Meet the enthusiastic professional and citizen 
scientists who have been keenly documenting and 
studying more than 640 plant species and thousands 
of insects and other animals living on the mountain, 
and learn about the challenges for maintaining the 
area’s natural values in the coming decades.  

This attractive and richly illustrated book is published 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Black Mountain 
Nature Reserve. It is a good read for the general 
public as well as ecologists, conservationists, and 
senior secondary and tertiary students, with clues to 
explore and protect this special place, now and into 
the future. 

Ian Fraser is a naturalist, author, environmental 
conservationist and educator, broadcaster, blogger 
and tour guide who has lived in Canberra for 
40 years, 27 of them at the foot of Black Mountain. 
He served on an ACT government environmental 
advisory committee for 30 years, including 12 as chair. 
He regards himself as an old‑fashioned naturalist, 
with especial passions for birds and orchids. Ian is the 
recipient of the Australian Plants Award, the Australian 
Natural History Medallion and an AOM for ‘services to 
conservation and the environment’.

Dr Rosemary Purdie is a plant ecologist 
focussing on fire ecology, arid ecosystems and 
nature conservation, and has worked for the 
Queensland Herbarium, Bureau of Flora and Fauna, 
Australian Heritage Commission and Murray Darling 
Basin Commission. She was the ACT’s second 
Commissioner for the Environment and served 
on the ACT’s Flora and Fauna and NRM Advisory 
committees for several years. In 2002 Rosemary 
became an Honorary Associate at the Australian 
National Herbarium and has been actively studying 
Black Mountain’s flora since 2009.
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$25 Pre‑order before 20 August 2020

$30 Friends of Black Mountain Members 
after 20 August 2020

$35 Recommended Retail Price

$10 Postage for up to 5 copies delivered to 
same address in any Australian state or 
territory; overseas enquiries welcome.
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